
Background
Over the years triticale development has been 
well serviced by a number of groups, namely the 
University of Sydney, Camden, NSW, the University of 
New England, Armidale, NSW and the Waite Institute, 
Adelaide, South Australia. These groups have provided 
the major breeding efforts that have given growers:

High yield in grazing biomass

High grain yield

Superior quality grain

Robust disease resistance, and

Improved ease of threshing and grain cleaning.

The move away from publicly supported triticale 
breeding and development has left growers with the 
responsibility of supporting the cost of running the 
programs directly.

There is a need to be pro active in generating 
sufficient funds to maintain a strong, viable and 
relevant breeding and development program—the 
responsibility of each and every grower.

The future
The way forward is a nationally coordinated triticale 
breeding program supported, in part, by the Grains 
Research and Development Corporation. The 
program will be managed as modules focusing on 
either grain or grazing, with a combined attack on 
disease resistance. It will be industries responsibility 
to support the improvement of grain quality and 
promote the benefits triticale can provide in dairy 
and meat production.
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Area Based Royalty
Triticale is grown for both grazing and grain 
production, and much of the grain produced is used 
on-farm or traded privately for livestock feed. The 
traditional End Point Royalty based on grain sales 
($/t) is not suited to triticale as contributions would 
be unequally distributed across the grains industry. 
For this reason, Waratah Seed Co Ltd has developed 
an AREA BASED ROYALTY as an alternative, based on a 
rate per hectare sown.

The aim is to share the cost uniformly across 
producers, and between grazing and grain—all with a 
single collection system.

How the Area Based Royalty Works
Initially, Waratah Seed Co Ltd is trialing the Area 
Based Royalty (ABR) with it’s two recently released 
triticale varieties—TobrukA and EndeavourA.

For example, a grower sowing TobrukA will enter into 
an agreement with Waratah Seed Co Ltd to pay an 
ABR after planting at a rate 
of $7/ha, irrespective of 
crop yield or what the crop 
is used for.

Twice a year Waratah 
Seed Co Ltd will 
distribute Triticale 
Update, a newsletter to 
all growers paying the 
ABR to assist them to 
realise the benefits of 
growing triticale.

royalty
Area Based
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Disclaimer
The information presented in this document has been prepared with due care, and is accurate at the time of writing (January 2009) and provided in good faith. Waratah Seed 
Company Ltd. does not accept any responsibility for consequences which may arise from acceptance, or recommendations made.

For more information or seed supply contact your local Waratah Seed Co. Ltd. member or the 
Secretary on 02 6929 3715
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upda te
Welcome

Bernard Hart, Chairman, Waratah Seed Co
I would like to welcome you to the first issue of Triticale Update, 

and I hope crops of EndeavourA and TobrukA are growing well 

and providing plenty of grazing value.
Waratah Seed Co Ltd will be producing this newsletter in August 

and February each year, to help keep you informed of progress 

being made in the whole of the feed-grain industry.

On behalf of the University of Sydney and GRDC we have 

enclosed a letter about a new Area Levy to help fund the 

National Triticale Breeding Program. Waratah Seed Co, as 

growers ourselves, realise times could hardy be worse for many 

producers, yet it paramount that we all support and fight to 

retain the triticale program.Over 100 years of Oat Breeding finished at NSW DPI, Temora at 

the end of June, as a result of reduced budgets, and the inability 

of industry to find enough funds and the will to keep the 

program going. Let’s not lose another program.
University of Sydney Breeding Program

Jeremy Roake, Triticale Breeder, University of Sydney

Our broad objectives are to produce higher yielding (grain and 

dry matter), rust resistant triticale varieties with good agronomy 

and grain quality characters. The program aims to do this 

through a number of strategies, with funding from GRDC.

One of these is to develop shorter straw triticale varieties to 

see if this will bring an improved grain yield, as happened with 

the introduction of semi-dwarf wheat varieties. As well, shorter 

straw triticale varieties would be more suitable for stubble 

retention situations with less straw to sow through the following 

season.
Other more specific objectives include:

Introducing stripe rust seedling resistance and improve the 

•

early growth of TobrukA, while maintaining the winter habit 

and quick jointing to flowering stage
Improving the seed quality of triticale to the standard of 

wheat. The newer triticale varieties are better than older ones, 

but can still be improved upon.
Developing varieties suited to particular animal industries, by 

increasing the metabolisable energy.
Stripe Rust UpdateA new pathotype of stripe rust on triticale was first detected 

in 2007 and is now known as the Jackie pathotype. Tests at 

PBI Cobbitty have shown that TobrukA has an increased level 

of disease with this new pathotype. It was resistant to stripe 

rust in the seedling stage but is now moderately susceptible. 

TobrukA was resistant at the adult plant stage in tests at 

Cobbitty last year where the Jackie pathotype was present, but 

it is not yet established when the resistance will start to express 

itself. Endeavour is still resistant at the seedling stage, and 

consequently at the adult stage.
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Ungrazed TobrukA seed crop, Deniliquin, 11th July.
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